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I.  Harper Lee (1926-2016)
The youngest daughter of Amasa Coleman Lee and Frances Cunningham ______, Nelle Harper Lee was born in Monroeville, Alabama on April 28, 1926. Amasa Lee worked as a bookkeeper until 1915, when he passed the bar and began practicing _____. Mr. Lee also served on the Alabama State Legislature from 1926 to 1938, and as editor of The Monroe Journal. Frances Finch was from a Virginia family who settled in Monroe County, Alabama, and founded the town of __________. Miss Finch met Mr. Lee while he was working at the Flat Creek Mill Company in Finchburg; they married in 1912. In 1944, at the age of 18, Harper Lee enrolled in Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama. From 1945 to 1949 she studied _______ at the University of Alabama. She transferred to Oxford University in England as an exchange student for a year, but six months before completing her studies, Lee decided to go to New York to be a _______. While pursuing the career that would ultimately produce To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee worked briefly in the early 1950s as a reservations clerk for __________________ in New York City. In 1957, she submitted a manuscript to the J. B. Lippincott Company, who felt that her attempt at a novel was actually more of a series of strung-together short stories. The publisher recommended a _____________, so Lee spent the next ______________ years working on the manuscript. Her efforts paid off, and To Kill a Mockingbird, her first and only novel, was published in 1960. To Kill a Mockingbird was awarded the ______________ in 1961, and was made into a major motion picture starring Gregory Peck in 1962. Never married, Lee continued to divide her time between New York and Monroeville, where she lived with her sister Alice. Lee died in 2016 at the age of 89.

II.  To Kill a Mocking Bird Summary
Scout Finch lives with her brother, Jem, and their widowed father, Atticus, in the sleepy Alabama town of Maycomb. Maycomb is suffering through the _________________, but Atticus is a prominent ______ and the Finch family is reasonably well off in comparison to the rest of society. One summer, Jem and Scout befriend a boy named Dill, who has come to live in their neighborhood for the summer, and the trio acts out stories together. Eventually, Dill becomes fascinated with the spooky house on their street called the Radley Place. The house is owned by Mr. Nathan Radley, whose brother, Arthur (nicknamed ___), has lived there for years without venturing outside. Scout goes to school for the first time that fall and _____ it. She and Jem find gifts apparently left for them in a knothole of a tree on the Radley property. Dill returns the following summer, and he, Scout, and Jem begin to act out the story of Boo Radley. Atticus puts a stop to their antics, urging the children to try to see life from _____________________________ before making judgments. But, on Dill’s last night in Maycomb for the summer, the three sneak onto the Radley property, where Nathan Radley shoots at them. Jem loses his pants in the ensuing escape. When he returns for them, he finds them ________ and hung over the fence. The next winter, Jem and Scout find more ______________ in the tree, presumably left by the mysterious _____. Nathan Radley eventually plugs the knothole with cement. Shortly thereafter, a fire breaks out in another neighbor’s house, and during the fire someone slips a blanket on Scout’s shoulders as she watches the blaze. Convinced that _____ did it, Jem tells Atticus about the mended pants and the presents. To the consternation of Maycomb’s ____________ community, Atticus agrees to defend a black man named Tom Robinson, who has been accused of _______ a white woman. Because of Atticus’s decision, Jem and Scout are subjected to _________ from other children, even when they celebrate Christmas at the family compound on Finch’s Landing. Calpurnia, the Finches’ black cook, takes them to the local ______ church, where the warm and close-knit community largely embraces the children. Atticus’s sister, Alexandra, comes to live with the Finches the next summer. Dill, who is supposed to live with his “new father” in another town, runs away and comes to Maycomb. Tom Robinson’s trial begins, and when the accused man is placed in the local jail, a mob gathers to ________. Atticus faces the mob down the night before the trial. Jem and Scout, who have sneaked out of the house, soon join him. Scout recognizes one of the men, and her polite questioning about his son __________ into dispersing the mob. At the trial itself, the children sit in the “___________ balcony” with the town’s black citizens. Atticus provides clear evidence that the accusers, Mayella Ewell and her father, Bob, are _____: in fact, Mayella ____________ Tom Robinson, was caught by her father, and then accused Tom of rape to cover her shame and guilt. Atticus provides impressive evidence that the marks on Mayella’s face are from wounds that her _______________; upon discovering her with Tom, he called her a whore and beat her. Yet, despite the significant evidence pointing to Tom’s innocence, the all-white jury ________________. The innocent Tom later tries to escape from prison and is ____________. In the aftermath of the trial, Jem’s faith in justice is badly shaken, and he lapses into despondency and doubt. Despite the verdict, Bob Ewell feels that Atticus and the judge have made a fool out of him, and he vows ______. He menaces Tom Robinson’s widow, tries to break into the judge’s house, and finally _______ Jem and Scout as they walk home from a Halloween party. _____________ intervenes, however, saving the children and stabbing Ewell _____ during the struggle. Boo carries the wounded Jem back to Atticus’s house, where the sheriff, in order to protect Boo, insists that Ewell tripped over a tree root and fell on his own knife. After sitting with Scout for a while, Boo disappears once more into the Radley house. Later, Scout feels as though she can finally imagine what life is like for Boo. He has become a human being to her at last. With this realization, Scout embraces her father’s advice to practice sympathy and understanding and demonstrates that her experiences with hatred and prejudice will not sully her faith in human goodness.

III.  Atticus and the 2 Mocking Birds
As one of the most prominent citizens in Maycomb during the Great Depression, Atticus is relatively well off in a time of widespread poverty. Because of his penetrating intelligence, calm wisdom, and exemplary behavior, Atticus is respected by everyone, including the ___________. He functions as the ______________ of Maycomb, a person to whom others turn in times of doubt and trouble. But the conscience that makes him so admirable ultimately causes his falling out with the people of Maycomb. Unable to abide the town’s comfortable ingrained _________________, he agrees to defend Tom Robinson, a black man. Atticus’s action makes him the object of scorn in Maycomb, but he is simply too impressive a figure to be scorned for long. After the trial, he seems destined to be held in the same high regard as before. Atticus practices the ethic of ________ and _____________ that he preaches to Scout and Jem and never holds a grudge against the people of Maycomb. Despite their callous indifference to racial inequality, Atticus sees much to admire in them. He recognizes that people have both good and bad qualities, and he is determined to admire the good while understanding and forgiving __________. Atticus passes this great moral lesson on to Scout—this perspective protects the innocent from being destroyed by contact with evil. Ironically, though Atticus is a heroic figure in the novel and a respected man in Maycomb, neither Jem nor Scout consciously idolizes him at the ___________ of the novel. Both are embarrassed that he is ______ than other fathers and that he doesn’t hunt or fish. But Atticus’s wise parenting, which he sums up in Chapter 30 by saying, “Before Jem looks at anyone else he looks at me, and I’ve tried to live so I can look squarely back at him,” ultimately wins their respect. By the end of the novel, Jem, in particular, is fiercely ____________ to Atticus (Scout, still a little girl, loves him uncritically). Though his children’s attitude toward him evolves, Atticus is characterized throughout the book by his absolute ___________. He stands rigidly committed to justice and thoughtfully willing to view matters from the perspectives of others. He does not develop in the novel but retains these qualities in equal measure, making him the novel’s ___________ and voice of conscience. Arthur “Boo” Radley-A recluse who never sets foot outside his house, Boo dominates the imaginations of Jem, Scout, and Dill. He is a powerful symbol of goodness swathed in an initial shroud of creepiness, leaving little presents for Scout and Jem and emerging at an opportune moment to save the children. An intelligent child emotionally damaged by his cruel father, Boo provides an example of the threat that evil poses to innocence and goodness. He is one of the novel’s “mockingbirds,” a good person injured by the evil of mankind. Tom Robinson-The black field hand accused of rape. Tom is one of the novel’s “mockingbirds,” an important symbol of innocence destroyed by evil.

IV.  Main Themes of To Kill a Mockingbird



The Coexistence of Good and Evil



Racism and Injustice




Human Courage and Two Churches 
7/14    “The Works of T. S. Eliot”
